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Selected Miscellany.
A MIDDLE-AGED LOVE STORY.
' They had come a little group
of friendly faces, to weath me off,

"with waving handkerchiefs and kind- San Franciace,” said he, looking out  or to the skip's cat,

with his own heavy wray wrap. Then
he seated himselfonalow camp-stool
i besice ber, folding the wrap over the
two.  “I neversaw so rongh a sca as
“this all the way from Honolulu to

mured, dropping at my feet awain,
and smiling up, as thouzh she lad
uot where she best loved to be, just
such a smile as she would have wiven
ithe stokers down in the engine room,
But it was loy.

1ly good-bys; and 1 stood on the upon the gentle swell of the lazily- ely to look npon while it lasted; and

stern, nodding and waving back, till
the steamer swept down the river
ont of their sizht.

I knew I should have their prayers
that the great <ea mizht be gentle
with me; 1 knew they would wateh
the weather, and look for the tele-
gram of the arrival of our ship; yet
L knew 1 was taking nothing from
their lives, and that they each would
o home bardly missineg me; so it
wias with no great wreneh of heart
that I saw the pilot put off from us,
and took the lust look at my native
shoree,

Daring most of the passazs [ was
Just comfortable sea-sick, so 1 sat all
the day long in a reclining ¢hair on
dsek, watching the whita caps on the
parple and green and blue wives that
mounted and 5ll, down ard up, up
rand down, away out to the far hori
zon. [ saw the shininz nautiluses
! float by, and now aund then a whals,
‘orashoal of porprises, or a sail

‘speeding white and full across the

| water.
t I saw also a good many other
|things rearer by; for I didn’t put
my cyes in my jo-ket alonz with
my 8'wri-sighted glasses ; and nobody
was much Lkely to mid a middle
aged woman in hood and waterproof.

The first thing I saw was a youn

ir
-

wirl, with dark eyves, and brown hair|
thet rippled it=elf into a tangle of
ronch earls whenever she tuok off

ber net. She was not so very bril-
iant, but there was a piquant charm
“about her that attracted half the pas-
sengers before the lirst day was over.
By the end of the second day, every-
bady, from the eaptain 1o the ship's
surgeon, and from the surgeon 10
the cabin-boy was sawer to show her
attention : and everyboly was met
by the same geniad pwilo and lively
retisd,
She won her we af cnee into my
heart by the Kindly thesght that led
her to bring little relishes from the
table to tempt my =ickly appetite,
“amd to soothe my foirckead with wa-
tor and gentle touches 6f her shaply
brown bhands, wherea great emerald
'glittered, encireled by diamonds.

{ Very soon she got into the habit of

drawing ber rug lLeside my chair,

jacd sitling on the deck leaning

~against me, so that [ might “pet her.” |

.as she said.
This was how it happened that my
i quiet, out-of-the-way corner came to
be the cenler of the life and wayety
and romance of the whele shipboard.

It =eemed this young girl, Kosa Ar-
mor, was an only child and an orphan,
going to an uncle in Germany, her
nearest of kin.

“Dear Heart! I hope her uncle
wili be wise as well as loving,” said
I to myself very often; for she
seemed too fragile a hubble of hu-

manity to drift on through life alone. |

| The tips of her brown curls were
 lighter than the rest; and here and
'there were little bright touches all
. over hex hair, asthough the sun was
'shining in spots on it. One morn-
ing I eat coiling these zleams of san-
shine around my fingers, and watch.
;ing a flock of Mother Carey’s chick-

‘ens  skim restlessly over the
‘restless  water, thinking  these
‘thoughts about Rosa, an hav-

: ing her soft presence alone to myself

monuting waves.
| «Rongh? eried Miss Armonr.
4] am sure the ocean in ¢3 smooth as
a millpond 7

“Oh ! bt not as eompared to the
Pacifie—pe: ceful , il wis  rightly
named.  We have never soch gales
on that as sweep the Atlantie, but
only the zontlest westerly breczes.”
The New Zealander shivered as e
spoke, and drew his wrap eloser over
his «We the
charmine elimate in New Zealand,”
he went on; we are never too hot,
an to never cold.,  In fael, we never
think of the weather.  And the soil
is the most fertile in the world.”

“Pity it is in such an out-of-the-way
part of the carth that nobody can
" <uid Miss Armour.

Lknees. Liztve most

live there,
“Beg your pardon, miss; there
are sever]l English towns of thirty
thonsand inhabitants each ; and we
never think of onrselves as being out-
'uf-lhu-\\':&y, but rather feel sorry for
those who live so fur off,” returned
|the other, bending his tall fizure
Lcarnestly forward.
|  Rosa leaned her pretty head to-
“wards him in a confiding attitude ol
intorest, and langhed. “Oh, so von
aro the people, and, wisdom is going
to die with you,”" said she. <“Dut
fwhat do yondo ont there in the heart
'of the universe "
“We fdix zold fior onoe “thing. and
r is: shicep foranot’er—millions and
railliong.of them ; from thiriy te jor-
ty vesscls are constantly plying to
' England with the tallow aud pressed
wool.™
| “What do you de with all that
mutton 7 askod Resa, lovking idly a
the light in her ring, and then a= idly
t the lpht in the speaker’s eyces.
aWe use what we ean,”” was the
reply 3 “and sometimes, I am sorey

to say, we barry the flesh—not nsual-
v but sometivies an ender will
rome o
sheep i yon please; and ail Le can
do is 1o ¢lip off the wool, =+t eut the
fal, and bary the eareasses.”

“Wint a pity the meat eant Le
sent tothe hurgry poor at Liome!
' Why dui’t somcbody condense it as
they do the beefin Texas? I saidin
my practieal way.

“In good time 1 dare ray somebody
{will; but we ean’t do crerything at

a farmer for a thousaed

jonce,” replied the New Zealander,
looking with sudden intorast at the
‘game of shuflie:-board being played
i beside us.
| Justthe along came the ship's sur-
‘zeong a blonds wyouth in uniform,
with his hair parted in te middle.
“Miss Armonr,” eaid he, “the gnn
is to bo fired off'at the bow; will you
,come and sce it done ?”
I Miss Armour started up at once,
turning  the same half-confiding

glance and ready smile upon him she .

had been giving us.

“I am going to leave miy rug with
you; Ishall come back,” eaid she,
beaming over her shoulder upon me
as she took the surgeons’ arm and
went away.

The new Zealander looked after
her, tried hard to console himself by
drawing his wrap in auother fold
acrons his knees, did not suceeed,
and finally got up and went away.
Of vourse it was nol worth his while
Lo make himself agrecable to & mid-
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- bowever ; soon, up came a New Zea-
'lander; of course there was a New
' Zealander, or an Australian on our
, boat.
! “You are very lowly, Miss Ar-
_r our,” said he. “Let me bring you
{a chair.”
. “Thank you; I prefer to sit hero
{on my rug, and have Miss Wells pet
;me,” replied Rosa, turning up her
' ayes languidly. “The deck is my fu-
| vorite seat, if I can only have an ex-
| cuse to sit on it.”
“But ynu meed something over

von,”” persisted the New Zealander,
goine awat, and romingback dirotly

proof. So I sat and looked at the
likeness of a luke among the sunset
clouds, and tried to decide whether
j I had betier take oat-imeal gruel or
biscuit tea for my supper ; wondering
the while half unconsciously, about
the old chord in my memory that was
‘always being struck by a certain mu-
sical rinz in the New Zealander's
voive.

After an hour or so the gun was
fired ; and  presently Miss Armeour
eame back, with the disorder of the

sea wind in her hair, and its freshpess @

in her pretty pink cheeks.
I

“P'va coma gs said.” she rany

we middle ared people bave learned
to warm oursclves in any chance ray
tof sunlight , without stopping to eon-
|sider wheatheril l2 likely to be per-
| petual.

This time the bit of sunshine did
no stay lony, for there came up as ar-
tist with his sketeh book; and when
Miss Armour Lhad suflicient!y almired
his graphic peneilings of the captain
and the gquarterma=ter, sud the sca-
sick oconpant olan upper bertl, it was
time to threw the log; and o he bore
her off, to £ud out by her own eyes
iwhethier we were actially swoinge at
[he vate of thirteen knots, or ouly
twelve and a hall.

That was how the diys went. The
passengers rewd and paced the deets,
played games or gaessed rididles, and
were always hungry ; the pilot stuod
steady aud flrm at the wheel; the
siilors ran up and down about the rig
ging like overgrown spiders, and werve
forever sconriug and scrubbing, tying
and untying, drawing up and letting
down. Thus at last we hald ecome
safely almost to our desired heaven.
With fair sailing, we were only one
day out from port ; and, found as we
had grown to be of each other, we
were getting impatient to part.

Miss Armour, during allthe voyazre,
had kept asshe had begun, beweniling
every one with her trick of lip and
eye. They ran after her like boys at
thestringof a kite.  Well, they hal
nothing better to do just then ; and

when she had faded out, as the ruin- |

bow fules, 1 made no doubt she
would be easily forgotten, or only ve-
memberd a5 a milsummer’s  day-
dream, by all nnless it might be a soli-
(tary, warm hearted man like a New
(Zealander. Tetell the truth, 1 was
a little serry for Lim.  Evidently,
iife hatd mot broucht him all it migla
and he was Lungry for the love and
contidence that
So I was afiaid Lo would mi=a this lit-
tle sparkis of girthood and warm
youtly il find the veid deeper when
it had gone out.

To the very last day, Rosa kept her
place by my ehair; and to tho very
fast the M ew Zealander kept his place
by Lier, wien noone younger stepped
in to carey her off, which was pretty
ofien tobe sure. Then, he always
quietly went away himsell, with a
kind of grave regret in hisface. On
this last morning, Miss Armour had

{just left us, along with a young law-
yer, to drop oranges and lemons
among the steerage passengers, when
I noticed the Now Zealander looking
after her with a ssdder regret than
usual—almost a pain—in his eyes.
‘He had such handsome dark eves!
I could see that whithout my giasses
i “Now,”guid I to myself, “1 hepe he
isn’t goiigr to get soft—a sensible,
gentlemanly, agreeable man like him,
;and quite old enou:zh to be her father!”
"Andso llocked at him to see it he
wis, when suddenly he turned upon
me.

“Atleast, yon micht have written,
Agatha Wells?” suid he, sharply.

Istarted, as yon may think, to hear
my ownname spoken so familiary by
astranger; when, looking again, be-
hold! 1 saw bencath the Lrouze, and
nnder the wrinkles and behind the
beard, a face that twenty veuars be-
fore was the dearest in the world to
me—the face of Duncan Ashley ! We
parted one day expecting to meet on
the next; but that evening he was
, called away, and wrote instead of com-
ing. Inhis letter he said, what he
bad said before with his eyes—yex,
those same beautiful eyes—that I was
the choive of his heart and the desire
\of his life,

“Answer me™ said he, 1 cannot
wail till I see you.™

So Lanswersl—a long. foolish let-
ter. though there was no need ot wri-
ting: for he had read sl I could say
long hetore, with those eves of his.
Then I waiched for him: but never
=aw him or heard one word mors.
I{you are young., vou can imazive the
dow dying out of hope apd expec-
tion: mn‘rl if you are old, you kuow
how such things can be Jived over,
and hidden in ~ceret simves,

Mt now, as thougn the graves bad
been opened, and the judgvinent sct,
came this sudden reprogehiul guesti-
on np frow the buried pas=t. | fairly

canght my breath, az I twrned back
my exes, and jooked him in the face

fiad pever been his,

“Furzive me,” said he directiy, ina
centler tones 1 did not mean to
spmak. Yon hreniehs §s ane wish

Wits =~

e turn
e Vol Were ojiiite

e that glae=tion
omiliar. QO vong

vight., awd I pever Wamsed yone 1
Hever nieant yonu Lo see meazuin: bt
e To-l!l[»l:lfintl 1o feel my=ell [TES T
vorgonly to be in the sonthing oo
o _\q-lll"]lrl'-l"'-"‘. Wits too sreat, It
Lias Been i Belessing §abell cnp-y with
ne all the vost of my Gl

e woas vising to o away, but L pae
ont ey had, v write, Dunenn
Asbebey” saidd L e fettor st lune
Lo Wrene”

“Youdid! Youwretel™
sinking back in bis ohair
Tkl il mee caszediy,
AR S ’

“Theve wes ouly one thine T oeoanld
'-:l}':.'llii‘ iosald thar " 0 S VTS RPEIOE )
blu-live as though 1 Lad jost wiition
the letter,

A siddedle sean
L HED t';-x..--] : ;

.

b eriel,
e, ansd

“What il

1 wornan i Load nne
5 iil'.li‘ I'.n':
LT TR H IO wis sndel Phie gt
atter adl @ omy feart was s soany il
i::_‘ Al a= dor Ehgnenig-
Febere, Al ik = ot citvv, st thouztl.
ek e el Gl deav e B it cily tle
raal vorith of Loave, :
I wais the old stors

it owas

HE LS

ol o lost lettor,

atd the wbidber ~tor: of a proml man
breliov inee BiimseIn pepeeted sl Ltiznil-
iten i Nas Lk emds ol bl

eacth with his pain.

STwenty precions vears wasted !
sl iny New Ze - Wewnill
ol I separated - dny wliile
we both hve, Thow s clergvman
amors our passengers and we will e
nearried this very e

That was <o like his hemdlones de-
cision=!  Certaindy he did nesl solwr
seconsd thought like me for ballu,
“That eannot bel * | erial. = The cor-
emony wounli®nt be legul withont a
lievnse or <omething.
by wo means do anything so sensas
tienal o o'undpirallﬂla_"

But, Ble<< vorre wart ! 1 misht a-
well have tried to wipe up the Al-
Fantic with my pocket hamikerehief.
He was <o grieved and so impatient
(s, Fanedeedlow fien ot comes to think
of it twenty vears is long enough tor
an enwrzement ), that 1 tinally deop-
ped oty waterproof amd my  sea-

sivhness, amd ztowd up behind e
Iinmenecle, mad was  married  befor
vieht bells that very morning vine

amed all. Punesn produeed i o o
skl easket, where Lie bud eacricd it
in his wai=tenge Porket for the whole
Twenty vesrs.

=1 coulid never bear to put the little
thise away,” =aid he looking at it
Leepedeply,

The next day we exme to port.with
the =t =hining ol our s tyine,
There woas a welcoming of tricmls o
the <hore, aud a swlad hoareing 1o
ad 1ro.

Amotz the rest was an iustani’s

resriing of Mis= Armour™s lips onomy
vheck, and a0 Httdle olinging of her

ol i mine. the vanishing of o
sintle =gl she was rone like the
i hi ol a five-fiy, out of v sizht Tor-
ever. Bul wlhierever <he is, d how-
ever she fares, <l Bas the daily ble-s-
g ol two middie el heavts, who-e
way toeach other she uiconsciotisis
Hahted,—[CLambers Jonrnal.

- -
flow Mrs. Perkins
Husband of the *“Club™ Fever.
Clubs is zenerally supposed 1o be-

intitely to cities, but they have
tound their way to Pigeon Holler.
and my hu=hand has< jined them !

A voung =prizx by the name o
suip=, e cvin beve from Bosting enrly
in the <ummer. o board, 2l <hoot,
and fishe thongh what he calenlated
te shoot iz a my=<tery. There haint
no gme hut wondehueks, what has
cut wy eranbwrry beans all up; aml,
to my sartin know ledasall he hasshot
sense he's been here is the Widder
Pea~~clee’s zobbler, wd Sarah Ann
denkins' speckled Thowas eat,

Buot Jack=uips he introdueed the
frice of elubs<, con<ara ki ! e =oda
club wasa place wheremsa that their
wives ecobiled, amd their ehimnes
stuoked. s their balies vricd. coulid

meet and while away the treus hours

i converse swect with simperthetic
Y

lidlere Banrmnt poeenn—heis taiher o
the pru::ruirvr in Yaule Collide », aeld
swept the tloor-, and built the tives,

of ecourse, his =on i a wreal
scholar,

I dis noi know nothinge ahont the
cluh when they tivst besun, it ] bad 1
should have sot 1y oot dowi te
onee, o far us Jdonathan was cons-
sarned, It secms that abont a dozen
meh of Puceon Fioller et over in the
sullur Kitehen of Binkis's store, amnd
anized—aud Jouatiao was gmones
“em.

Warn't Iiad solen | found it out,
and Kuowed  that Jonathan  wie-
amone Tem? . Welll T oeather sairas <ol
Everybody that Knows  ver Aunt
derushy, is well aware that ~he’s ot
N temper like o Lab  that’s bheen
brung upon the bottie, when <she
latint been imposead opon, bt any-
beudy that undertakes the Hitle jol of
imposing onto Loy will be LReiy
thud all he ean mansze atore he o
througzh.

Jonathan wa= out three nichit- till
midnight. stor: I S ont wi
up. §lett the buap burning
fer ot the Kerosiue aml

i ke, and sm

. tiiar in the Lo
nhies my eves look a5 07 I'd Lee
werping by moonlizght alone.,
Whe frsmnizhtowhen the elock
vievei, 1 5u‘,.{:|'.l to be Kiuader sk
Idido't Kuow but what Jonsth:
an appeplex, or 8l fuie Freewman's
uld seligr, or had been harrio d off b
the Ru-Kiluxes that the puapcs tell
abont.

I begijed iz
the Huaro draws
w ¢lean i

iz over
Was

uk: by lack
s, 1o =02 if thery

P i D

Amd 1 would!

Cured ber <ot

| 1 inch space, Por Year 35 i
i e LN ]
Ll e L]
T N
Eregelina barged Y-
the / * - 3
B t adverisine mus e
Pt o
| ver vata pavableanes.
vlhow )
e b <honiil be bruwe Togwse Gowg

anid heve tev oo
Tost. vou kpow, to e ]-:.-1.;”'..! fooge
Wit ever e huapgen. X e v
never buows what miny ~ame of

I

i
Lakd oonar.

At 1=t a®etit ndu |
heerd simmthin® a coratehinge o the
deor, 1 thoveht =i 0 was Jopes
eut that furs Doen rosmnd otte <iltar e
tooshim the mik all sumier, sl |
armicd w10 with the srop, e jt
ontl Tor Pl sdoor, ddetivmiinemd o =t
that animile richt on the <pot. 1w

Toelowd the dower Jrsi G~ cantions

ever Feoull pis the wop, an woas

i =1 _‘_;-‘i!l:_' ton et dlvive. wlem | | TR Y B
L o <3lly Ll shas eonnbind so
thing Lie Jovathan’sconine up o
the vezins of thedhoer <tep.

o=t up oy speck sl Tookead
oo, and slimee enntl tharve wss oo
~tretelsd out on the <tops with his
legs in the vain wate s tab, anl His rwe
baeds a0 Conlin into the tivlli-

thatt

iy W bine was o runsine v,
berabdudd Lie by gl shoulilers and
=oob Bin upento bis Lo ot

“* Mrs.— Mrs,— Perhine, e hes
Swhat upons upon divth lave vou

o withe — withe thes haey bl

“Whvs Jonsthan Perliins ™ e )
“uler my ©yes il
atid "r Yool
deunk:™

“Preank!™ <oz e, <trabelin gpe
bim=clt up, and Galling over L ok-
wartds gevoss the sevaper: “dronk !
derushy ! P P “meved 1 o
Me dvank ! when D hain't seon zny-
thing stroncer than spring water por
a month! Fm o overe nue with the
heat— Tam ! thermometer's hiling
—tml sonfie infernal scamp has stole
the Key hole ! confonmd him ™

red ! o

I was eanamost tran-ee
think that thi= ~tuticrin: fizure was
the parduer of iy huszum was too
menehs for me, and it <o tie overcome
e that ©lost my ~«lf-control amd bt
that  mep-hamdle come donn cuto
Jdonathan to suelean exteat that by
Teit oil ~tuttermnge amd wont te tisht
ing with fists and teet aned toe s f

I vemaged thoush to et him inte
the heoti=« il ta bl th liv in-
~istesd omto coitg with bis boots on,
At The boets wias <o consarned vl
over them corns of his'n. that
comddn’t 2ot et ot So b put his feet
it noehwee, mnd tied “em tast theps
with the elothos line <o he conldn’t
hi=t "o ronmd onto the  <heet=, and
theve | lett him.

e ~lept powertul 7 it was ten
o'clock the mext day afore Le wahed
up, el then he wa
mick, and eross as

i~ ths von?
srnciots siveh! be voar

Cive | } 1 (5

~ich at his <tnu-
A lohatiep b

Biledd ! Adong toward nisnt he etine
vouml aed el v el s iere B ool
been, s =il pever toe ooy

1
| T T8

e, wwehe bis promi=- tor
two night-, which noade thivers i it
that hed Bedse to ihe elade, and the

fonrth misht wiy re=olution w 13

Tehahod Tarne e can 1
that night and a=Led oy
it want to o ecling
tock their ishine peles aud they o
[-'lt'h-tf.

F Knowadd well enonzh where they
hovd come, and abont twelve ]
thet might 1 odyessel
white petticont aml pizht sowmd, and
taking a <heet anda honn pole [ set
o Binkiy ™ sntler Kitehion

Therve was a brisk Heht in thereaed
sonds of liffter aml -inging comivy
out, and after W0 waited a - pell e
con=arn broke up. aml ont come s
dozen or wore men, sl Jonathai ot
Ieliabod amonzy “em Rept in the
ladider of the fenees till jest off il
ohl  wravcsan?  where Junnthan's
spnrulsir sod  wrandmeiem i Paricd
and Jonnthan amd Loabod they was a
e along a havipg buasivess
e of the nel
1 in eltor Al izn
i~ my Name™ Al thove s
about x< wnrl =ingr to Junathan Per-
Kius a~ there 35 to a Lob-taited bane
Lol voe=tey,

Steledimtly, jost s thead «ot arin-t
the sravesard, 1 jumpel over the
foper, Liisted my ~haet outo the hean
pode hish over s bewd, avd letting
off the ost awinl oroan that ever
von heerd, 1 =tepped rite wut in front
ol Tene.

You' b ert ta bave Loon there and
serid Hloe resalts b woabbd'r bave e
ltevist that auy meatal drnuk as
Jomathon was, ennbil ever have nuole
etk g0 fast a= he didl, It was ane
ol the womder= of the nee, and Lehin-
Pond Do Rept Tuiiy aipe to
sallered hehint a waving of !
amd Do poibes apd o elwering of "ene
o, Gest afore they ot 1o our house
they Kinder inissed the track aml run
ofl the siede of the road, down over a
banks wall, ancl Teliabwl b Jedl aver
Josathan, and Jowathan he binnder-
e amd both of “em o went into the
sliteli it Mose White had dug to
drain the <uller.

Wihen they lneded there ther bath
=ot up a howl amd onr dog Tow <er he
heard em amd  cum plunging dowir
hil! rite onto "em.

I Ll to throw away my sheet and
peele, ol o to e rescue, sl by the
titge 1 g0t things sepsted a linle
Mase White aud fcsiah they  Dad
arciveoand Fwent home and cougsd
iy elothi=,

— e

A muiden lady being a<ked why
ST b | pever married, repiied that
=l dund never seen the man for wham
e s willing to #ot up three 1eais
LIy lardoriy Vears,

saul 1o me an frafe fitle
cvuthean, of ahowt four feet cieven
Pacies, ] would bave von Eaows, .air‘
Lat § bhave becn well bronght upl’
wi on Lim.  “Possibly,”
bt you havew't beea brought

=i

The following uotice is posted coi-
spieaoinsiv in a newspaper-office ont
stz t'shut the door: aud, as soon
n have done tzlkisg business,
menth the same war

-

At




